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Source excerpted the following inform:tion from & circular of the Berlin regional
railroad headquarters dated 5 November 1953:

a, Check point for freight traffic from Berlim to the Soviat Zone and vice versa
are to be moved from the outskirts of the city to the city area itself.

b. New check points were tc be established at the Berlin-Rummelsburg, Berlin-Sschoe~
newelde, Berlin-Pankow, Berlin-Lichtenberg railroad stations, at the Berline
=0st frelght station, and the Seddin mershaling yard,

¢, Congtruction work required at these new check noints will make nacassary the
allocation of monetary means and of construction materials,

d. The check points can be nut into operation four or five weeks after the allo-
cation of congtruction materials,

In early November, there was a critical shortage of switches

in East Germany., For this reason, the Uirectorate General, Railroads,Berlin,
ordared a switeh shop to be set up. The premises of the Brandenburg railroad repair
shov were selected as a suitable loeation of such a switch shop. A sum of 500
million eastmarks has been earmasrked in the 1954 budget for the conversion of

the sheds of this installstion to a switch shop., Pertinent construction is sche-
duled to be completed by late 1953. llachinery was being installed in sarly November.
The swlteh depot in Gotha will be deactivated and its machinery transfarred to

the switch shop in Brandenburg. Construction work at the installation was con-
trolled by the"Deutschs Reichsbehnaufbauleitumg Barlin® (Railroad Construction
Headquarters). This railroad agency was headed by one Beysr (fmu). Construction
work in Srandenburg was executed by the construction firms of W,Rohrmoser at

Plave on the Havel River, the VFB fuer Kabslbau,

Large sections of the Berlin-Wuhlheide marshaling yard were in opration on 4
October 1953. On_that day, 16 incoming and 15 outgoing treins were handled at
the installaiions

On 11 November, the 1954 rallroed budget was cut by 40 per~
cent, The list or o= ruction projects will have to be revised accor-
dingly, No construction projects exceeding un outlay of 50C,000 easimarks will

be extuted in the Cotibus, Erfurt and Schwerin railroad districts. Yonetary allo.-
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cations for the Barlin raillroad distriet were cut by 65 million eastmarks.
1954 construetion projocts cance.led in the Berlin railroed district included:

Conastrucicion of a maintenance shop for locomotives of the Berlin elevated train
system in Oranienburg;

The installation of automatic section blocking on tia Grossbeeren-Wittenberg
railroad line;

Construction of the ildpark-iiichendorf lins;

The laying of tracks iatwaen Wildpark and “ustermark.%

Doubls=tracking of the Karow-Wuhlhoide railroad line;

Construction work at the Frankfurt/Cder border crossing noint;

Construction of a =iding at Ruednitz;

Improvement of the Seddin marshaling yurd;

Conatruction of a maintenance shop of rolling stock at Rummelsburg;
Yonetary allocations were curtailed for ths following reilroed eonstruction
projects in the Berlin district:

Nord~WeateRing by 9 million castmarks;

Transfer trackage at Kuocstring

Improvement of the Friedrich Strasse elevated train statlon;

Installation of automatic ssction blocking betw;sn Grossbeeren and Elchgestell;
Construction of the switech shon in Brandenburs,

In the other railroed districts all construction orojects comnected with thas en-
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largement of truckice will be suspended, This auvplies even to the re-slectrification -

of lines in liiddle—ﬂormany«b The definite butget for rallroad construction vrojects
wus schaduled to be drawn up by 12 November 1953,

In early I%,,vrsmber,| |numernus ViB snterprises had difficultlies
in obtaining the frelzht spece reculred for thé shipping of thelr producte. The
Hnistry of Rallroads stated in this connection that it was unable to remedy the
gituation, The iinistry even hinted at the »ossibility that the situation will de-
teriorate.

The ifinlstry of Rallroads in iasue Vo 30 of its official bulletin dated 29 October
1953, ordered that all plates indicating the height ebove sea lsvel were to be re.-
moved from railroad stations and be stored at the Bahmneistere%an (track malntenance
posts)., The order was to be comvlied with by 15 November 1953,

ommesnt, These check points around Berlin were set up in April 1950, They
are to be dlstinguished from check points for passenger traffic., So far, check
points for frelight traffic huve been inexistonce at Bernau, Ahrensfelde, Hoppegar-
ten, Erkner, Koenlgswusterhausen, Zossen, Grossbeeren, Seddin, Wusbrmarks, and
Basdorf. For photostat of the original circular, see Annex 1,

2, I;kme_ngﬂ For photowtat of a location plan of the Serlin railroad rapair
ShoD, Bes Antex 2, Informution on the shortsge of switches was reported previously.

3a

o« It appears that conastruction work planned for

the Inatallation will be curtailed.

The installstlon 1s achedulsd to be completed by 1955,

smmarl
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4 :bg_xmg&a These data refer to the construction of the Jest-Ring
to clopethe gap in the Berlin rail cireuit.

&

5, Comment. See parsgrash 2 of the present report.

Corment. The re-electrification ¢ I 2 wus sthe-
duled to ba executed in 1954 and 1955, -

The sense of the measure is unclear. It may e connected with the intansion ‘
to adapt altitude readings in East Germany to the Soviet system,

Bnclosures: Amex 1 end 2 to ORR and Army omly,
(a) Transfer of check points on the Berlia Outer Freight Ring (5 pages)
(8) Switeh shop at RAW . Brandenburg - West (1 diagram) (1 pege)
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